
The number of unemployed continued to decline during 
August in the Wisconsin Bay Area.  During August, 
there were 15,800 unemployed.  This was a decrease of 
1,700 from last month and 3,900 from one year ago.  
This resulted in a decrease of 0.4 of a percentage point in 
the area’s unemployment rate.  The August rate was 4.4 
percent.  The better gauge on improvement in the area 
was the change from last year, which compares the econ-
omy in the same part of the seasonal cycle.  Last year, 
the region had an unemployment rate of 5.6 percent.  
Eight of the Area’s ten counties had a decline in the over 
the month rate, one was unchanged.  Florence County 

was the only county with an increase in its monthly rate 
rising 0.4 of a percentage point to 6.6 percent.  The Wis-
consin Bay Area has three counties with the ten highest 
unemployment rates in the State of Wisconsin.  Menomi-
nee County has the highest rate in the state at 10.9 fol-
lowed by Oconto County at 7.4 percent as the second 
highest.  Florence County ranked sixth highest at 6.6 per-
cent.   
 
Typically the region’s labor force and employment levels 
decline slightly between July and August, although the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Seasonal Patterns—Improving Economy Lower Unemployment Rates 

DWSI-13475–E-P            (N.12/2002) 

B a y  A r e a  U n a d ju s t e d  R a te s  C o m p a r e d  to  W is c o n s in

0 .0 %

2 .0 %

4 .0 %

6 .0 %

8 .0 %

1 0 .0 %

1 2 .0 %

1 4 .0 %

B r o w n D o o r F lo r e n c e K e w a u n e e M a n it o w o c M a r in e t t e M e n o m in e e O c o n t o S h a w a n o S h e b o y g a n B a y  A r e a

W i s c o n s in  U n a d ju s t e d  R a t e C o u n t y  U n a d ju s t e d  R a t e O n e  Y e a r  A g o  C o u n t y  U n a d j u s t e d  R a t e

  W  WORKFORCEORKFORCE O OBSERVATIONSBSERVATIONS  
FFOROR W WISCONSINISCONSIN B BAYAY A AREAREA C COUNTIESOUNTIES  

 State of Wisconsin 
Department of Workforce Development 

Augus t 2004 B ro wn D o o r F lo r. K e w. M a nit . M a rit . M e no . O c o nt o S ha w. S h e b. B a y A re a W is c o ns in

Civilian Labor  Force ** 153,200 18,400 1,900 11,100 43,500 23,800 2,700 16,200 21,700 69,500 362,000 3,143,800
 Employed 147,200 17,700 1,800 10,600 41,200 22,500 2,400 15,000 20,800 67,000 346,300 3,005,000
 Unemployed 6,000 700 100 500 2,400 1,200 300 1,200 900 2,500 15,800 138,800
Unemployment Rate % 3.9% 3.8% 6.6% 4.2% 5.4% 5.2% 10.9% 7.4% 4.2% 3.5% 4.4% 4.4%
Seasonally  Adj Rate % 4.3% 3.9% 4.8%
Change f rom one month ago July 2004
Civilian Labor  Force ** -1,200 -300 -100 0 -1,100 -100 30 -300 -400 300 -3,200 -32,200
 Employed -1,100 -300 -100 0 -700 0 30 -220 -300 1,100 -1,500 -23,600
 Unemployed -200 -100 0 0 -400 -100 0 -80 0 -800 -1,700 -8,600
  Unemployment rate(%) -0.1% -0.2% 0.4% 0.0% -0.7% -0.6% -0.1% -0.3% -0.1% -1.2% -0.4% -0.2%
Seasonally  Adj Rate % 0.1% -0.3% 0.1%
Change f rom one year ago August 2003
Civilian Labor  Force ** 5,000 300 0 100 -1,500 0 100 -200 100 3,500 7,300 21,200
 Employed 5,900 700 100 300 -500 400 100 100 300 4,000 11,200 47,100
 Unemployed -900 -400 0 -200 -900 -400 0 -300 -200 -500 -3,900 -25,900
  Unemployment rate(%) -0.7% -2.2% -0.3% -2.1% -1.9% -1.5% -0.6% -1.9% -0.9% -1.0% -1.2% -0.9%
Seasonally  Adj Rate % -0.8% -1.1% -0.9%
** Data base o n p lace o f  residence.  Est imates no t  seasonally ad just ed  unless no t ed .  Current  mo nt hly est imat es are p reliminary and  ro und ed  so  t o tal may no t  add  correct ly
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decline for both over the month were less than the 1990 to 
2003 average.  The labor force in August was 362,000, 
while the number employed was 346,300.  Sheboygan 
County was the only county in the Bay Area to post both a 
gain in its labor force as well as a gain in the number of 
employed.  This was primarily due to the impact of the 
2004 PGA Golf Tournament played at Whistling Straits in 
early August.  It is estimated that the tournament added 
approximately 1,200 workers to the labor force for the 
month.    Had these jobs not occurred, the monthly decline 
in labor force and employment would have been closer to 
the average.  The number claiming to be employed has 
remained above one year ago levels throughout the year.  
During August, employment was 11,200 above one year 
ago levels.   
 
Nonfarm wage and salary (NFWS) employment was up 
1,800 in August.  Nearly 1,200 of these jobs were from 
the PGA in Sheboygan County.  Overall, the number of 

NFWS jobs in Sheboygan County rose 1,700.  The bulk of 
these jobs were in service related jobs, while 100 were in 
manufacturing.   
 
Employment growth has remained steady throughout 2004 
with the number of NFWS jobs nearly three percent above 
last August.  While a good number of jobs have been cre-
ated in the service producing sector, employment in manu-
facturing has slowly been increasing since the beginning 
of the year.  Employment in the manufacturing sector is at 
nearly the same level as August of 2002 before it declined 
and bottomed out in January of 2003 with a loss of nearly 
6,000 jobs due to economic and seasonal factors.   
 

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates 
 
The seasonally adjusted rate in the Green Bay MSA rose 
0.1 of a percentage point in August to 4.3 percent.  This 
was 0.8 of a percentage point below last year.  The rate in 

the Sheboygan MSA declined 
0.3 of a percentage point to 3.9 
percent.  The Sheboygan 
MSA’s rate was 1.1 of a per-
centage point below one year 
ago.   
 
The rate for the State of Wis-
consin was up 0.1 of a percent-
age point to 4.8 percent.  The 
United States’ rate was down 
0.1 of a percentage point to 5.4 
percent.   
 
For additional labor market 
statistics contact our website at 
http://www.wisconsin.gov/oea.  

Bay Area Manufacturing Jobs
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Look for the most current Labor Market Information at: http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/oea 
Direct questions and comments to:    Richard Seidemann, Regional Labor Market Analyst, Sheboygan County Job Center, 

3620 Wilgus Avenue, Sheboygan, WI  53081 920-208-5809   920-459-3845(FAX)   E-mail: richard.seidemann@dwd.state.wi.us 

What's the best buy in recruiting staff?    
Your Local Wisconsin Job Center!  https://dws.dwd.state.wi.us/wjos/employer/  

Wisconsin Bay Area Workforce Development Area
August 2004 B ro wn Do o r Flo rence Kewaunee M anito wo c M arinette M eno minee Oco nto Shawano Shebo ygan B ay A rea Wisco ns in

Total Nonfarm  (NFWS) *** 154,400 15,100 1,200 6,700 35,000 21,100 2,300 9,200 13,000 66,100 324,300 2,851,300
  Total Private 138,300 13,500 1,000 5,700 31,100 19,300 200 7,700 10,500 60,000 287,300 2,478,700
   Goods Producing 37,400 3,100 400 2,400 12,500 7,600 0 2,900 3,000 27,800 97,000 666,600
   Service Producing 117,000 12,000 900 4,300 22,500 13,600 2,300 6,400 10,000 38,300 227,300 2,184,700
   Constr., Mining & Nat.Rsrcs 8,500 1,100 100 600 1,500 800 0 600 700 2,900 16,700 142,100
     Manufacturing 28,900 2,000 300 1,800 11,100 6,800 0 2,300 2,300 24,900 80,300 524,500
   Trade 23,300 2,200 100 800 4,200 2,900 100 1,100 2,100 8,100 44,900 224,200
   Transportation & Utilities 9,700 100 0 500 1,700 700 0 300 300 1,200 14,500 48,500
   Financial Activities 10,600 600 0 200 1,000 600 0 200 500 2,500 16,300 161,900
   Education and Health Services 18,800 1,400 100 500 4,700 2,800 0 1,100 1,600 7,100 38,100 376,100
   Leisure & Hospitality 14,900 4,100 300 700 3,200 2,000 0 1,200 1,500 5,300 33,300 274,000
   Info., Prof .& Bus. Svcs, Other Svcs 23,600 1,900 100 600 3,800 2,800 100 900 1,500 8,000 43,300 448,000
   Total Government 16,100 1,600 200 1,100 3,900 1,800 2,100 1,500 2,600 6,100 37,000 372,600
     Federal 1,000 100 30 100 200 100 10 100 100 200 2,000 29,700
     State 2,300 100 20 20 200 200 10 30 100 600 3,500 90,000
     Local 12,800 1,400 200 1,000 3,600 1,500 2,100 1,400 2,400 5,300 31,500 252,900

Change  from  one  m onth ago July 2004
Total Nonfarm  (NFWS) *** 100 -100 0 100 -200 100 0 0 0 1,700 1,800 4,700
 Percent change NFWS f rom last month 0.1% -0.5% -3.6% 2.0% -0.6% 0.7% 1.8% 0.0% 0.1% 2.6% 0.6% 0.2%

  Total Private 500 0 0 120 30 50 10 30 -10 1,500 2,200 10,300
   Goods Producing 0 0 -10 100 -20 40 0 40 0 100 200 1,700
   Service Producing 100 0 -40 0 -200 100 40 0 0 1,600 1,600 3,000
   Constr., Mining & Nat.Rsrcs -100 0 0 0 10 10 0 0 10 0 -100 -800
     Manufacturing 100 0 -10 100 -30 40 0 50 -10 100 300 2,500
   Trade 7,400 0 0 -10 10 -10 0 0 -10 5,300 12,700 0
   Transportation & Utilities 7,000 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 -10 300 7,300 300
   Financial Activities -200 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 10 0 -200 -300
   Education and Health Services -100 0 0 0 20 0 0 -10 0 0 -100 200
   Leisure & Hospitality 700 0 0 0 10 30 0 10 10 700 1,500 1,700
   Info., Prof .& Bus. Svcs, Other Svcs -100 0 0 10 20 -20 10 -10 0 500 400 5,400
   Total Government -400 -100 -40 0 -300 100 0 0 0 200 -400 -5,600
     Federal -100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 -100 0
     State 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 800
     Local -300 -100 -40 0 -300 100 30 0 0 200 -300 -6,400

Change  from  one  ye ar ago Augus t 2003
Total Nonfarm  (NFWS) *** 5,600 500 0 100 -700 200 100 0 100 3,700 9,600 46,500
 Percent change NFWS f rom last year 3.8% 3.7% 1.9% 1.9% -1.9% 0.7% 3.9% 0.1% 0.6% 5.9% 3.1% 1.7%

  Total Private 5,900 600 100 100 -700 200 0 -100 100 3,500 9,800 52,600
   Goods Producing 2,000 300 0 100 -600 0 0 -200 100 1,300 2,900 13,000
   Service Producing 3,600 300 0 100 -100 100 100 300 0 2,400 6,800 33,500
   Constr., Mining & Nat.Rsrcs 100 0 0 0 -100 0 0 0 0 0 100 2,200
     Manufacturing 1,900 200 0 0 -500 0 0 -300 0 1,300 2,800 10,800
   Trade 7,200 -100 0 0 -100 0 0 0 -100 5,300 12,200 3,600
   Transportation & Utilities 7,200 0 0 100 0 0 0 0 0 500 7,800 -1,000
   Financial Activities -200 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100 0 2,900
   Education and Health Services 400 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 200 800 10,900
   Leisure & Hospitality 2,000 400 0 0 0 100 0 100 0 700 3,300 4,800
   Info., Prof .& Bus. Svcs, Other Svcs 1,300 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 800 2,200 14,100
   Total Government -300 -100 0 0 0 -100 100 100 0 200 -200 -6,100
     Federal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -200
     State 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -3,700
     Local -300 -100 0 0 0 -100 100 100 0 200 -200 -2,200
*** Includes emp loyment  with employers located in area.    Est imates are NOT seasonally ad justed .

Current  month est imates are preliminary. Totals may no t  add  due t o  rounding. Calculat ions based on unrounded  numbers.  NFWS data is benchmarked to  3 /2003

http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/oea
https://dws.dwd.state.wi.us/wjos/employer/



